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A Fresh Face...

avier Garcia, an
engineer who
trained in Mexico, has
recently joined the
Wright Builders staff as
Estimator.

He will help continue
the improvement
refinement and scope of
the estimating and design
efforts at the company.

Javier currently lives in
Keene, New Hampshire,
with his wife and
daughter.

Roger Cooney,
Vice President of
Estimating and Design,
and Lynne Badgett,
Senior Estimator and
Sales Manager, both
are thrilled to have the
additional expertise and

support. /=

48 BATES STREET -

Sustainable
Luxury

Rlc;ger Bird and Rachel
eterson have spent
their working years so far
and all their married years
working overseas in places
like Jordan, Armenia and
the Republic of Georgia.
All the while they longed
for an opportunity to be
close to family, and, when
property became available
near both her parents and
her sister’s family, they
jumped at the chance.

The result is a classically
proportioned modern
cape, beautifully sited with
the help of Peter Wells
from the Berkshire Design
Group. The home itself
is on a thermal slab, and
utilizes a 16,000 BTU
photo voltaic system to
balance the energy used
in the home, giving them
the opportunity to exceed
zero-net energy on an
ongoing basis.

NORTHAMPTON, MA 01060 -

413-586-8287 -
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driveway is made of Belgard environmental permeable pavers.

With their eyes on a
Gold LEED certification,
it was also important to
have a ‘healthy’ home,
and the intetior features
cellulose and Demilac
insulation, no-VOC paints
and wood finishes, all
natural wool carpeting
(no dyes), energy star
lighting fixtures with
CFL bulbs, engineered
hardwood flooring, and
as many locally produced
products as possible, like
the Ashfield stone features
in the living room and
bathrooms (even the solar

panels were made in
MA). The HRV and
HEPA filter system
continually keep the
inside air clean and
fresh.

The couple has
been careful to use
only native non-
invasive species in
their landscaping, and
eco-grass for the lawn
(no need for mowing,
fertilizers or watering).
Hardscapes include our
gorgeous local Goshen
stone. Concerned about
their impact on the land,
in their community,
and their own lives,
the couple has finally
found a home base
to complement their
wanderlust.

Both people are
accomplished and active
musicians - Rachel a
singer and Roger a
trumpeter - and now, at
last, they have a place
that sings to them. /&
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More than 85% Reduction

of Typical Utility Costs

he Bement

School has an
international reputation
as a fine day and
boarding school for
younger students, and
prides itself, justly, on
an authentic home

feeling for the students.
Margo Jones Architects
was tasked with designing
a pair of new, sustainable;
dormitories to house the
older students and some
faculty and staff families.
Wright Builders delivered

NORTHAMPTON, MA 01060 -
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the project on time and at
below projected budget,
and was honored to be
part of the whole process
including the dedication
of J’ai Yee House, named
for a recent Chinese born
student there. Her father
traveled from China to
deliver the message of
how important it would
be for this student, as she
grows older, to remember
her responsibility to
Bement. It was a profound
occasion.

The building itself
loses less than 3 degrees
overnight without heat
or occupancy, even when
the outside temperature

WWW.WRIGHT-BUILDERS.COM

is at 10 F The only real
heat that is required

is a tempering of the
refreshed air brought
in form the outside

to keep the interior
optimally healthy.

The building
envelope was
engineered and tested
by Marc Rosenbaum
from Energysmiths.
Wright Builders is
already building on
this experience in
other projects, using
the most advanced
systems, materials and
procedures to achieve a
sustainable future. />

Green
Renovations

he pretty 19th

century beige cape
is like many in our area,
compact, with a kitchen
“L” and three charming
rooms worked in under
the eaves upstairs.

The furnace had been
replaced, and a gas
stove installed in the
living room to bypass
the mess of wood.
There were typical
aluminum storm units
on the much older
wood windows.

Anncke and Andy
decided to put their
environmental values

to work, and asked us to
help them. The scope of
work included cellulose
insulation in all the walls
and ceilings, and new Low
E argon wood windows
with clad exterior for low
maintenance.

That is the usual
path. But, in addition, a
troublesome area over the
kitchen, and the basement
walls, were insulated with
Demilac closed cell foam
(80% soy based). The
furnace ductwork was also
reworked and properly
sealed, and improvements
were made in storm dootrs
and other details.

In their first winter after
these renovations, the
homeowners could no

longer guess
the morning
outside
temperature
from the
inside temp-
erature.
They were
no longer
sleeping
outdoors!
Gathered around the gas
parlor stove in the living
room, they at times forget
to turn it on, as the room
is quite comfortable
without it. Their overall
fuel consumption is down
by one-third.

The older homes in our
region are a great asset,
and a great opportunity to
reduce our energy usage

by significant measure.
Whether your home
is a candidate for a

Deep Energy Retrofit,
or for more modest
improvements, Wright
Builders can help you
achieve your cost- and
energy-saving goals.
And, happily, in the
mix, you can be more
comfortable! />
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